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fought at Dunbar, and he used to tell how he saw the 1650 Lord General the night before the battle "riding by torch-light upon a little Scottish nag, biting his lip till the blood had run down upon his chin."1 Oliver was in the same mood of confident ecstasy as he had been before Naseby. Serious and prayerful folk wondered to hear him laughing.

About four o'clock the moon struggled through the clouds and the moment had come. The English guns opened on the far right where the Brock ravine was deep, and under their cover a small body of horse crossed and attacked the Scottish left, Lambert was directing this movement when a trumpet sounded among the Scots, and Oliver, waiting to begin the main attack on his left, grew impatient, for he feared that the chance of surprise would be lost. Presently Lambert arrived, and his cavalry and Monk's foot crossed the stream, while Oliver started his flanking force on its wide circuit.

A little before five the battle was joined. Trumpets rang out on both sides, and from the English rose the cry of " The Lord of Hosts,55 and from the Scots " The Covenant." While the east was lightening into dawn, Lambert and Fleetwood and their horse, and Monk on their right with his foot, attacked the serried lines of the Scots on the slope beyond the burn. The first charge of the English cavalry pressed back men who were in a hurried and disorderly formation, but Monk could do nothing against the infantry of the centre.2 He was forced back to the channel of the burn, for his opponents were among the best pikemen in the world.3 Lambert's success, too, was short-lived, for the Scottish horse came up to support the foot, and, having the greater numbers and the slope in their favour, checked the Ironside cavalry and compelled them to give ground. They had lances in the old Border fashion, terrible weapons with iron pegs on the side, so that if the point broke they

1  Archaeologia Aeliana, 4th Ser., X. 66.   Cf. Aubrey, Miscellanies, 113.

2  Lambert had some 2200 horse against between 4000 and 5000.  Monk was opposed by at least three times his numbers,

3  They were also armed with skeans and dirks for close-quarters fighting.